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Renaissance Era 
(c.1400-1600AD) 
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Giovanni Gabrieli 
1557-1612 

Gabrieli lived in 
Venice and is most 

famous for his  
Sacred Motets. 

A Motet is a piece of 
music to be sung in 
church. The words are 
usually passages from 
the Christian Bible.  

Carlo Gesualdo 
1566-1613 

 

Gesualdo is most  
famous for his  

Secular Madrigals 
Songs that are  

not religious. 

He was famous for  
using lots of notes 
very close together 
in pitch, which 
could sometimes 
sound a bit scary!  

 
The renaissance was when  
polyphonic music became  
really popular. Polyphonic 

means lots of voices  
sounding at once.  

“Polyphonic” 

 

A mass is usually spoken 
by a priest in a Christian 
church, but Renaissance 
composers began to set 

the words to music. 

“Mass” 
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Tonality is another way to describe how music feels and sounds, as well as patterns it follows.  

Modern tonality was formed in this era, giving us the major and minor scales that we recognise today.  
Tonality is a word to describe the range of tones used to create melodies and chords in music.  

Major means happy sounding, and minor sounds sad.  
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Baroque Era 
(c.1600-1750AD) 
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“The Harpsichord” 
The harpsichord was used a lot in the Baroque 

era. It is the grandad of the piano, smaller, and  
instead of hitting the strings with little hammers 

like a piano, the keys are played by being 
plucked. This means you can’t change how loud 

or quiet you play.  

C Major 

C Minor 

“Modern Tonality” 
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Johann Sebastian Bach  
1685-1750  

 

Bach became  
famous long after he 

died and is most  
famous for his  

chorales, where lots of 
parts play together in 

harmony. This is called:   
Homophonic 

Sophie Friederike Wilhelmine - Princess of Prussia  
1709-1758  

Sophie was a real  
princess of the German 

state of Prussia! This 
doesn’t exist anymore.  
She opened an Opera 

house with her  
husband. 

Opera was developed in 
the baroque era, as well as 
Oratorio, which sounds 
similar but is based on  
religious texts, and usually  
didn’t have costumes or 
dancing, like opera.  
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He was one of the most 
important people in the  
development of music 
composition and the 
best use of modern  
tonality. As well as  
incredible use of the  
harpsichord! Mordent 

Turn 

Trill 

Baroque music uses lots of 
“ornaments”.  

Here are a few examples. 
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Classical Era 
(c.1750-1830 AD) 
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 1756-1791 
Maria Anna Mozart 1751-1829 

Wolfgang died very young but….. 

Mozart was an amazing musician 
from a very young age. He  
composed more than 600  

pieces of music in his short life,  
including sacred music and  

very famous operas. 

Mozart had an older sister,  
Maria Anna Mozart. She was taught to play 
the harpsichord by her father Leopold, and 
as children, Wolfgang and Maria would 
perform together far and wide to show off 
how talented they were.  

 Unfortunately, at the time, girls were not allowed to have careers so as she got older, she started only 
playing music at home.  
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Early Romantic Era 
(c.1809-1840 AD) 

…..Maria Anna lived for the entire classical period!! 

Ludwig Van Beethoven 

1770-1827 
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Romantic Era 
(c.1809-1840 AD) 
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Fanny Mendelssohn 
1805-1847  

Felix Mendelssohn 
1809-1847  

 

One piece called the  
“Easter Sonata” was always 

thought to be by Felix  
Mendelssohn, and then in 2010, 

it was discovered that it was  
actually composed by Fanny!  
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One man especially famous for his virtuosic violin playing 
was Niccolo Paganini. He was so good at the violin that 
some people thought he’d made a deal with the devil!  

 
The way Paganini played is now taught to many young  
violinists as he invented new techniques and explored  

what the violin could really do. Sometimes, he would  
purposefully break three of his strings and then wow the  

audience by playing his whole concert on only one string!  
 
People suspect that he may have had some kind of  
disorder in his joints that made him sinister looking and with 
big flexible hands that made him so good at playing the 
violin.  
 

Niccolo Paganini 
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Claude Debussy 
1862-1918 

 

Ethel Smyth 
1858-1944 

 

Debussy, who was born 
in Paris in 1862 was a 
musical impressionist. 
Impressionism sounded 
very charming and  
relaxing compared to 
the intense and busy 
sounds of Expressionism. 

Ethel Smyth was a  
British composer born in 1858. 

As a female  
composer she received a 

mixed response to her  
music (she was told her music 
was ‘too masculine’ for a lady 

composer), but despite this 
continued to write.  

Impressionist artwork 

20th Century 
(c.1900-2000 AD) 
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Arnold Schoenberg 
1874-1951 

 

This is where Schoenberg lived! 

Austria  
A popular 20th Century music 

style was expressionism.  

The most famous composer 
writing in this style was Arnold 

Schoenberg. His music is 
known for having lots of  

clashes - this is called  
atonality.  
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A style of jazz that became vastly popular in the 
1930s and 1940s was called Swing, or Big Band.  

 
By this time jazz groups had expanded in size to 

anywhere from 10 to 17 musicians, hence the 
name, Big Band! 

 
Swing music is more structured than earlier jazz, 
with a regular time signature and structure, as 

well as having catchy lead melodies. Because of 
this it had its own dance, also called ‘swing’ or 

‘swinging’ - people would meet at dance 
halls to party and  
enjoy the music.  

Louis Armstrong 
1901-1971 

 

An American trumpeter, composer,  
vocalist, and actor who was among the 

most influential figures in jazz . 

Duke Ellington 
1899-1974 

 Edward Kennedy "Duke" Ellington was an American 
composer, pianist, and leader of a famous jazz orchestra  

King Oliver 
1885-1938 

 

Joseph Nathan "King" Oliver was an American jazz 
cornet player and bandleader. He was particularly 
recognized for his playing style and his pioneering 

use of mutes in jazz.  
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Jazz and Blues 
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vocalist, and actor who was among the 
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Fats Domino 
1928-2017 

 

Elvis Presley 
1935-1977 

 

Domino sold more than 65 million  
records.  

He was shy and this may be one  
reason his contribution to the genre 
has been overlooked. 
Elvis Presley (below) said Domino was 
"the real king of rock ‘n’ roll" and 
once announced that Domino "was a 
huge influence on him when he was 
starting out. 

An American singer, musician and  
actor. He is regarded as one of the 

most significant cultural icons of the 
20th century and is often referred to 

as the "King of Rock and Roll" or simply 
"the King".  

He went into the army in 1958, but  
relaunched his recording  

career two years later with some of his 
best work.  

He got extremely unhealthy and died 
on the toilet! 
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Bob Marley 
1945-1981 

 

The Beatles 
1960-1970 

 

Reggae 

Reggae is a style of music with strong Jamaican 
roots which emerged in the late 1960s, but got 
really popular in the early 1970s and beyond. 

Reggae can be traced back to a style of music 
called Mento, which combined Jamaican  

Calypso music with R ‘N’ B  
t featured a unique vocal technique, named 
‘toasting’, which is where words are spoken 

rhythmically over the music - an early ancestor 
of rap.  
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Garth Brooks 
Born 1962 

 

Metal 

What’s harder than rock?  
That’s right, metal. As the 

name suggests, metal stems 
from the hard rock of the 

1970s, and makes it heavier. 
Downtuned guitars and thick 
distortion are at the forefront 

of the genre, as well as fast 
drum beat patterns. 

Usually gigs look like this  

His use of rock and pop elements into 
the country genre has earned him popularity. 

Some other genres to listen to! 
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